
Oral Roberts Ministries • Vol. 10 No. 2 • 2017

GHANA REPORT: 
 The Greater Works Vision 
  Is a REALITY!

J O N A H
A CLASSIC MESSAGE BY 
ORAL ROBERTS

Greater Works Vision Is  
Already Happening  
in INDIA!

3 Decisions that Lead to 
Life and Health
LINDSAY ROBERTS



32 

10
Catching the Vision: 
Greater Works in India
Salvations, healings, providing 
a water well, caring for 
children in need… It’s all 
happening as our Greater 
Works Vision helps support 
rural pastors in India.

12
3 Decisions that Lead 
to Life and Health
Lindsay Roberts shares three 
essential keys to walking in the 
blessings that God has for you.

15
I Got My Miracle
God’s healing power is still at 
work in the world today.

18
Jonah: A Classic 
Message by Oral 
Roberts
Oral Roberts’ classic sermon 
on Jonah inspiring believers to 
reach out with the Gospel.

4
Ghana Report: The 
Greater Works Vision  
Is a Reality!
Join the celebration as we 
rejoice with the 300 rural 
pastors in Ghana who received 
three days of ministry, prayer, 
anointing and Greater Works 
tablets that your donations 
made possible.

8
Connections
Good news and miracle reports 
from our friends and partners.

Vol. 10, No. 2, 2017. Copyright © by Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association. No part may be reproduced in any form without written permission of the publisher. All rights reserved. Your copy of 
MIRACLES© is made possible by seed-faith offerings to Oral Roberts Ministries. No subscription price. MIRACLES© is electronically published by Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association, P.O. Box 
2187, Tulsa, OK 74102-2187.  For more information, call (918) 495-7777, or contact us on the Internet at www.oralroberts.com.

You can watch The Place for Miracles at www.oralroberts.com anytime.

Inside this Issue

In this powerful, anointed message given at Kenneth Copeland's ministers 

conference, Richard shared on a word that the Lord gave him: “When the pattern 

is right, the glory of God will fall.” During that time of ministry, the glory of God 

fell! Gifts of healing, manifestations of the word of knowledge, and the power of 

God flowed through that service. In this special DVD presentation, you’ll see that 

service, hear Richard speaking about God’s glory, and be able to connect to the 
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powerful, God-given anointing and believe in faith for the miracles you need.
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The Greater Works Vision  
 Is a REALITY!

Ghana Report

Two years ago, God told me that my 
crusade days were ending, and I would 
become a minister to ministers. Little 

did I know then what God was going to 
do! But out of that word from the Lord, the 
Greater Works Vision began — a vision to 
reach local ministers in hard-to-reach places, 
to raise them up in the power and anointing 
of God, and to equip them to share God’s 
healing power, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
and seed-faith living to their communities.

This March, our vision became a 
reality as I traveled to Ghana to launch the 
Greater Works outreach at a grass roots 
level. Working closely with Pastor Nanasei 
Opoku-Sarkodie, a respected local prophet 
and minister, we gathered 300 pastors from 
rural villages all across Ghana for a three-day 
ministers conference in Potter’s City.

Most of these Ghanaian pastors live in 
such remote areas that it took them two 
full days and several mini-bus transfers to 
attend the conference. During three days 
and nights of ministry, I taught them the 
Biblical principles that have sustained the 
Oral Roberts Ministries since our beginning 
— the healing power of God, the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, and seed-faith living. I laid 
hands on each of these 300 pastors, anointed 
them with oil in the name of the Lord, and 
ordained them into the ministry. 

Pastor Nanasei joined in blessing these 
pastors by hosting them at his ministry 
compound at no charge, as well as giving 
them and their spouses new suits and 
dresses. Those who have no other means of 
transportation were given mountain bikes to 
help them to visit those they pastor.

We gave each of these pastors a Greater 
Works Tablet with a data card that contains 
more than 250 hours of video and 18,000 
pages of Bible resources from the Roberts 

family. Most of these pastors have 
never received formal Bible training. 
They were so grateful that our ministry 
friends and partners would care enough 
to provide them with these tablets, 
which don’t require Internet service, 
and contain so much material they can 
use to become better pastors. 

Thank you to everyone who gave 
so generously to make it possible to 
minister to these men and women of 
God and give each of them a Greater 
Works Tablet. We’re so grateful for 
your support, prayers, and commitment 
to help get the full Gospel into the 
hands of those who need it.

I’m calling these Ghanaian pastors 
“my Gideon’s 300” because they 
are the first we’ve reached with the 
Greater Works Vision. But they are 
certainly not the last! I’ll be ministering 
in September to the isolated pastors 
of Iqaluit, a remote region in the 
Arctic circle in Canada. And we are 
continuing our plans to reach the 
pastors of small villages in central India, 
where we are translating our resources 
into the local Telugu language.

You make it all possible, and lives 
are already changing because of YOU. 
Thank you!

—

So many excited recipients waited patiently to 
receive this incredible resource of Oral Roberts 
Ministries Bible teaching.

300 pastors celebrate their brand new Greater Works tablet.

GOING GLOBAL
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Dear Dr. Ro
berts,

“I am one o
f the three

 

hundred (30
0) Pastors 

Rev. 

Dr. Richard
 Roberts or

dained 

in Ghana at
 the Potter

’s 

City Church
 at Prampra

m. 

I can see t
hat the ano

int-

ing on you 
is speaking

 loud 

and clear r
ight here i

n my 

village! We
 are most g

rate-

ful for the
 tablet. It

’s a 

resource ba
se that is 

un-

matched in 
this genera

tion. 

I have neve
r seen anyt

hing 

like that i
n my life b

efore. 

What is mos
t exciting 

to me 

is that som
ething that

 I 

could possi
bly learn i

n the 

next 40 yea
rs or may n

ever 

have the pr
ivilege of 

ever 

learning in
 my entire 

life 

in ministry
 has now be

en 

made availa
ble to me a

t my 

fingertips. 
I know anot

her 

Rev. Dr. Ri
chard Rober

ts 

will emerge
 from Ghana

 very 

soon. That 
is me. God 

will 

do it for m
e also.”

—Pastor Dav
id K.  

from Mpints
in  

(a small vi
llage in Gh

ana)

We’re already receiving good 
news from Ghana’s pastors!

Anointing and 
commissioning 

service lasted 
until 3:00 AM.

And this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all  
the nations, and then the end shall come. –Matthew 24:14

300 thrilled rural pastors received the first ever Greater Works Tablets, thanks to our generous partners!

Richard and his Ghanaian host, Prophet 
Nanasei Opoku-Sarkodie, in partnership 
to help Ghana’s rural pastors.

Between 2,500 and 3,000 
pastors and church members 
gathered to receive God’s Word 
and anointed teaching from 
Richard.

Part of the ministers conference included training by Dr. Jeff Ogle, in using the tablets so pastors can 
take them back to their home village with confidence for future ministry work.

...he who believes in 
Me, the works that I 

do shall he do also; and 
GREATER WORKS 
than these shall he do; 

because I go to the Father.  
–John 14:12

Greater Works Vision—Ghana

D O N AT E  T O D AY C L I C K  H E R E  T O  W AT C H

More than 146,000 people have reported receiving a 
miracle from God while watching The Place for Miracles. 
Join Richard and Lindsay Roberts and release your faith in 

God and expect a miracle!

To be part of this end-time harvest of souls  
through the Greater Works Vision
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Your CD Changed My Life

Since listening to and applying the teaching on your God’s Way to 
Increase CD, my finances have come out of overdraft back to normal. 
And my mother’s health has greatly improved. Everything has com-
pletely changed, and we are now shopping for a new house.

— Lionel from Florida

Click here to order your copy of  

God's Way to Increase.

connections
letters and comments from friends and partners

Online Prayer Videos Helped Me 
Receive Healing

I developed a pea-sized cyst on my left eye and I 
was in so much pain. The Lord led me to your online 
prayer videos. I clicked on healing for eyes and 
agreed with you in prayer. The next day, the cyst was 
completely gone and there was no more pain!

— Barbara from Oregon

Watch Richard's Online  

Video Prayers

Pain Leaves after  
Conference Call Prayer!

I listened in to my first Saturday night conference call 
with Richard. He prayed over all aches and pains we 
were having. I was in a really bad car accident a few 
months earlier, and since then, I’d been having constant 
pain and inflammation in my shoulder with no relief. I 
laid hands upon myself in faith when Richard prayed, 
and since that day I haven’t had any more pain or 
inflammation in my shoulder. I’m able to do the activities 
at work that I used to be restricted from. I’m healed! 

— Marleana from North Carolina

Join Richard's live conference calls every 
Saturday evening. 11 PM Eastern (10 PM Central, 

8 PM Pacific, 4 AM BST Sundays).

Dial-in Number: 1-302-202-1106

Conference Code: 863036
*Long distance rates may apply.

I Know Where to Go for Miracles!

Hallelujah! I watched your program, The Place for Miracles, recently, and I 
could feel the power of God coming through the TV. In watching your 
show and others like it, God has given me a new heart. My faith and life 
have been improved. I now know that God loves me! Praise God! 

— Karen from Louisiana

To watch The Place for Miracles anytime online, click here.

For prayer any time day or night, call The Abundant LIfe Prayer Group at 
918-495-7777 or go to www.oralroberts.com

God’s Word Delivered 
My Daughter

I have sown into your ministry and prayed with your prayer partners, believing God that my daughter would graduate with her class. She had depression to the point all her grades were failing. She quit the cheer team and was in a dark place. I received your book Covering Your Family with God’s Word, and prayed over her and my other children every morning (and still do). I just want to tell you she did graduate! She had to make up her classes – more than 9 credits’ worth – but it is the biggest miracle I have ever witnessed. She continued to work because I would encourage her and was praying the whole time. God is faithful!

—Becky from USA

Greater Works in Niger — New Van for Christian School!
We’ve got good news from the Christian school in Niger that the Oral Roberts Ministries Partners are supporting! With your 
help, we’ve been able to send funds for a new van to safely take the children to school.

Click here to order your copy of Covering Your  
Family with God's Word.
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I N D I A

Catching  the 
 Vision:
 Greater Works Vision is 
ALREADY Happening 
in INDIA!

The Oral Roberts 
Ministries Is  
Sowing into Rural 
Indian Outreaches
Through the help of local ministry 
partners in India, we are sowing 
into many outreaches to people in 
need. Funds from the Greater Works 
donors have been sent to many 
rural pastors to equip them to share 
the Gospel, often to people who 
have never heard it. Your support 
is resulting in salvations, healings, 
provision for widows and orphans, 
and so much more. Thank you for 
making this possible.

We’re delighted 
to share with 
you that 

the translation of Oral 
Roberts Ministries 
resources and Bible 
materials is going 
smoothly in India. 
Through your partnership, 
ministry books are being 
translated into Telugu, a 
language that reaches 75-
100 million people! Here’s 
a report we received about 
the miracles and outreach 
by our translators who 
have been ignited by the 
Greater Works Vision! 

Constructing Local Churches
In one rural village, Greater Works Vision partners 
helped us to donate to repair the church roof. Now, 
the church can provide a safe place for Christians to 
meet and grow in the knowledge of God.

Pens for School Students
During the school season, children in India take a series 
of exams. But they often lack basic school supplies. 
Greater Works donors helped to put pens into the 
hands of 600 poor children, and we’re believing for 
many of them to come to Christ as a result.

Digging a Water Well
Some of the tribal people living in the mountainous region where our local 
ministry partners work have been struggling to obtain clean drinking water. 
Greater Works donations have helped to provide a water well to a rural village.

Caring for Children in Need
In one village, the local pastor’s wife has been leading the children they 
support in picking chilies to earn wages before and after school. The Greater 
Works outreach in India is now helping to support such children so they can 
concentrate on their studies.

Evangelism and Salvations!

Through partnering with rural ministers, the Greater Works Vision is seeing 
miracles in India. Many people have received Christ as Savior, been baptized 
and received healings.

Dear Dr. Roberts,

Thank you so much for giving me this wonderful and blessed opportunity to edit this great book Ayana Swasthaparacu Yesu (He’s a Healing Jesus) by Dr. Richard Roberts. When I started to translate this book, I was in a strong depression, no financial blessings, sugar levels high, no peace of mind, no peace in my family, and my kids were suffering a lot because of their school fee and food. 
But when I started to read this book, I started crying and said, “Thank You, Jesus, for these words!” Each and every word in this book is from God. 
As I was translating the passage about the driver’s mother being healed of back pain through a phone prayer, one phone call came to me for prayers! One of our church members, Keerthana, called and asked for prayer for her neighbor who was suffering with body pains and no peace in her house. At that time, I was filled with the Holy Spirit and prayed. The next morning, she called me and said she is totally delivered! She felt the presence of the Holy Spirit at the same time as I did. We are praising God for this great miracle.

I praise God for this book and Dr. Paul’s great translation. And I thank God for Dr. Richard Roberts who is giving 
this blessed book for our India and Telugu People. 
We are praying for great revival in Andhra Pradesh. 
Halleluiah!

—Sincerely Dr. S. Chandra Kiran

Dr. S. Chandra Kiran, Senior Linguist of Telugu WordNet and the Department of Dravidian and Computational Linguistics at the Dravidian University in Kuppam, 
Andhra Pradesh, India, is doing the final proofing of Dr. Paul Nadham’s Telugu translation of Richard’s books.

Translators Are Seeing Miracles in Their Own Lives!

“…when I started 
to read this 
book, I started 
crying and 
said, ‘Thank 
You, Jesus, for 
these words!’”
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Do you need a life today? 
People often say, “Get a life.” 
But they don’t often tell us 

how to go about it. Do you need 
health today? Thankfully, the Lord 
shares with us the keys to successful, 
miracle living in His holy Word. 
Here’s what the Bible says about how 
to get life and health scripturally.

Proverbs 4:20–23 says, My son, 
give attention to my words; incline your 
ear to my sayings. Do not let them depart 
from your eyes; keep them in the midst of 
your heart; for they are life to those who 
find them, and health to all their flesh. 
Keep your heart with all diligence, for out 
of it spring the issues of life.

There are three things I think 
we need to look at in these verses, 
because three things here point us 
toward life and health.

Pay attention to  
your words.

In this world, we find that there 
are words flying all over the place 
all the time. You hear words on the 
news. You hear good words and 
bad words. You could be driving 
down the street and hear words you 
thought you never would ever hear in 
your lifetime being shouted out the 
window because you did not move 
fast enough out of the intersection.

Words are very important 
because, spiritually speaking, they 
have power. Consider this: If we are 
so careful with our words because 
they’re life, then what is the opposite 
of not being careful with our 
words? Could our words create an 
environment that is contrary to life? I 
believe they can.

To me, being attentive means 
to be accountable for what we are 
saying. I’ll be the first one to admit 
that my words can slip away from me. 

But the Bible says, Let the words 
of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my rock and my redeemer (Psalm 
19:14). Whoever keeps his mouth and 

his tongue keeps himself out of trouble (Proverbs 21:23). God is saying, 
“Be accountable for what you say.” 

Listen carefully to God’s words.

The other day at our house, the television was on in the living 
room, and the television was on in the kitchen. But they were on 
different channels. Richard and I couldn’t focus on one. We had to 
turn one of them off to focus on the other one.

It’s like that with God’s Word as well. To hear Him clearly, you 
may have to shut some things off. To see clearly, you may have to 
shut some things off.

I remember a song we used to sing: “Oh, be careful, little eyes, 
what you see.” That is good advice! Be careful what you’re looking at. 
Be careful what you’re watching. Be careful what you’re hearing and 
bringing into your spirit through hearing certain words. Be careful 
what you're focusing on, because what you focus on will develop in 
your life.

Keep God’s Word in the center 

of your heart.

What are you hiding and holding on to in your heart? The Bible 
says that as we hide God’s Word in our heart, out of the abundance 
of the heart, the mouth begins to speak (Luke 6:45). So, we have to 
be attentive not only to the words we hear and the words we speak, 
but the Word of God as well. Let God’s Word be hidden in your 
heart. Make it the center of your life.

How do you know if God’s Word is at the center point of your 
life? Imagine yourself getting up at three o’clock in the morning to get 
a drink of water. All the lights are out, and you slam into the corner 
of your furniture. Three toes go to the west, and the remaining two 
go to the east. It hurts. What comes out of your heart at that time will 
most likely come out of your mouth too. Under pressure, you can 
really tell what’s been hiding in your heart.

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and they that love it will eat 
the fruit thereof (Proverbs 18:21). We will eventually eat the fruit of what 
we are thinking and ultimately what we are saying. That’s why it’s so 
important to get God’s Word into our heart. As we do so, His Word 
becomes part of us, and it can come out of us as words of life and health 
when we need it. His Word can become what we speak every day. 
And eating the fruit of God’s Word according to Proverbs 4:20-23 is 
designed to be life to those who find it, and health to all their flesh. 

BY L INDSAY ROB ERTS

3  D E C I S I O N S  T H A T  L E A D  T O 

Life & Healłh

TO HEAR HIM CLEARLY, YOU MAY 

HAVE TO SHUT SOME THINGS OFF. 

TO SEE CLEARLY, YOU MAY HAVE 

TO SHUT SOME THINGS OFF.

1

2

3
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On Saturday evenings, Richard Roberts has an 
amazing conference call for his partners, and 

I get on that call regularly. Richard shares a lot of 
information as well as praying for you.

One particular evening, I was 
listening in on the call as Richard was 
praying. He said that God was moving 
him to pray for healing. He had us lay 
our hands on an area where sickness 
was affecting us or where we had some 
challenges. 

I had been battling fibroids for 
many, many years. The doctors told me 
that I had multiple fibroids, so many 
that they couldn’t count them. And 
one of those fibroids was the size of a 
grapefruit. It would protrude and make 
my stomach look like I was four to five 
months pregnant. 

On Richard’s conference call, he spoke about ten 
areas of prayer, and then he actually prayed for us. As 
he prayed, I released my faith for healing, and I felt my 
stomach shrinking! I hadn’t felt that before. There was a 
burning feeling inside, and I felt my stomach going in. 

Since that time, I’ve been going to the gym 
regularly. I’ve been doing abdominal crunches — an 
exercise I previously couldn’t do because the fibroids 
made it too difficult. Praise God!

I’m sharing my testimony so people will know 
that God still heals, and He is healing through the 
Oral Roberts Ministries. And 
I encourage people to listen to 
the Saturday conference calls. 
The calls are really personal, 
and you feel like he’s talking 
right to you!

—Edwina from Georgia

I Was Healed while Listening to  
Richard’s Live Conference Call!

“I’m 
sharing 

my 
testimony 
so people 
will know 

that 
God still 
heals...”

Join Richard’s live conference calls every 
Saturday evening!
11 PM Eastern (10 PM Central, 8 PM Pacific, 4 AM BST Sundays) 

Dial-in Number: 1-302-202-1106

Conference Code: 863036  
(Long distance rates may apply)

If you have a miracle testimony or want to read more 
inspiring stories, go to www.igotmymiracle.com.

School of Miracles
AD

God’s Word is like a 
compass that directs 
us on the right path...

It’s simple to get started! Just go to the  
School of Miracles website at  

som.oralroberts.com and register.

When you need direction, God has a sure place 
for you to turn…His Word, the Holy Bible. In it, you 
can find good advice for every area of life…salvation, 
healing, miracles, finances, relationships, and so much 
more! 

Because the Bible is a powerful tool that belongs in every 
believer’s hands, we’re offering our School of Miracles online classes at no charge. 
They’re encouraging, easy to understand, and convenient…Take the courses in any 
order, in the comfort of your own home, anytime day or night.

What students are saying...
“I have just enrolled in your free Journey through the Bible classes. After reviewing the 

first part of my course, I became elated! I needed this compass to enable me to learn and be 
able to read through the Bible. This tool, I believe, will grow my faith and understanding of 
God and His Son, Jesus. Thank you so very much!”

—Denise J.

“I’ve enrolled in the School of Miracles and I am having the time of 
my life! May the Lord continue to bless you all as you follow Him 
in obedience to your call.”             

   —Diane L.

School of 
Richard Roberts 

Over 35,000 students from 100 countries!
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Connect with Richard and 
 The Place for Miracles!

RichardRobertsORM

YouTube

Twitter

Facebook

@ORMRichard

theplaceformiracles

Instagram

RichardRobertsORM

LindsayRobertsORM

makeyourdaycount @MYDCLindsay

Join Lindsay on 
social media!

Don't forget to download our  
Miracles Television app!

“Thank you, Lindsay, for your encouraging words. 
They hit the mark in my heart!”

—Ina Ruth via Facebook

Connect 
      with us!

We have so many great Biblical resources  
available to you in our online bookstore.  

Take a look to find something to encourage  
you and build your faith today!

P O W E R  U P  YO U R  FA I T H !

Click Here To Shop Our Online Bookstore Now!
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A  C L A S S I C  M E S S AG E  BY  O R A L  R O B E R T S

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah…saying, Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 
against it; for their wickedness is come up before me. But Jonah rose up to flee…from the presence of the 
Lord, and went down to Joppa, and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and 

went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

—Jonah 1:1-3 KJV

T ime had caught up with the city of 
Nineveh. Its wickedness had reached 
highest heaven. God gave Nineveh 40 

days in which to hear His Word and repent. He 
pronounced this sentence of judgment, but He 
tempered it with mercy, as He always does.

God then set about to find a man whom He 
could send to Nineveh to stand on the most 
prominent street of the city, lift up his voice, and 
shout, “Yet 40 days hath God given Nineveh, 
and unless you repent, your city shall be wiped 
off the face of the earth.”

Jonah was that man. He had the voice. He 
had the ability, the understanding, and the com-

Jonah was biased
The FIRST reason Jonah ran 

away was because he was prejudiced. 
He was a Hebrew. The city of 
Nineveh was filled with Gentile 
people, and he had prejudice in 
his heart.

God is not the God of a 
chosen few. He is the God of 
the whole world. Jesus gave His 
life to save everyone. We have 
no right to say anything against 
any race or nationality because 
God loves the whole world.

During one of our tent meetings 
in the early 1950's, when segregation 
was an accepted practice that I publicly 
disagreed with by opening my tent meetings 
to everyone, a woman of a minority race came in 
the line one night. She had her crippled child in 
her arms and in one hand she had a brand-new 
pair of shoes. The little boy had on a built-up shoe.

I said to her, “What are you doing with a 
new pair of shoes?”

Big tears rolled down her cheeks as she said, 
“Brother Roberts, God is going to heal my boy. I 
am expecting a miracle. When he gets healed, I 
am going to pull off this special-built shoe and 
he is going to put on this brand-new pair of 
shoes and walk out of here.”

She touched my heart and helped me to be-
lieve better when I saw her expectant faith and 
attitude. I prayed for the child, and the crowd 
prayed with me. God healed that boy. The little 
boy pulled off the shoe with the special built-up 
heel on it, threw it away, put on the new shoes, 
and walked off.

What if we had ignored this lady? What if 
we had not opened our meeting to her and her 
child? Because we did, the miracle of that child’s 
healing spread throughout the city.

Jonah was self-centered
The SECOND reason Jonah ran away was 

that he cared more about his reputation than 
the Word of God. He didn’t want the Lord to 
make a fool of him.

Contrast him with the apostle Paul. Paul was 

passion. Jonah was the man God could use to 
get the job done.

So God said to Jonah, “Go to Nineveh, and 
do the preaching unto them that I bid thee.”

The voice of God was clear. Jonah knew 
what God wanted him to do, but he rose up and 
began the most famous flight in history. Jonah 
is the man who tried to run away from the almighty 
God.

Jonah went down to the seashore, got on a 
ship, and fell asleep.  The ship sailed away across 
the Mediterranean Sea toward the city of Tarshish, 
which is in the opposite direction from Nineveh 
where God had told Jonah to go.

misunderstood, criticized, blasphemed, 
whipped, shipwrecked, cursed, and 

kicked. He faced many trials for 
Jesus’ sake.

There are some people 
who will serve God as long as 
there is no cross to bear and 
no criticism to take. But for 
me, when you love God with 
all your heart, you will serve 
Him whether folks like you or 
hate you.

Jonah didn’t want 
responsibility

THIRD, Jonah ran away be-
cause he told himself that if he didn’t 

go, the Lord would find someone else.
A lot of people feel that way too. But the 

Bible says that the gifts and callings of God are 
without repentance (Romans 11:29). If the call of 
God comes to you, that call is never taken back.

When you have an urge to do something 
for the Lord, I believe you have to obey. If God 
didn’t have a special work for you to do, He 
wouldn’t have put the impression in your mind 
nor the urge in your heart. No one else can do 
your job.

Jonah was mistaken
FOURTH, Jonah thought he could run 

away. But he didn’t count on dealing with the 
God whose hands scooped out the depths of the 
ocean and flung the stars from their fingertips 
and hung the earth on nothing.

God began to breathe upon the sea. He re-
leased the winds of the earth, and they blew 
across the waters. The 
waters churned in fury. 
The boat Jonah was in 
began to pop, and the 
sails were ripped from 
their poles. The little 
ship began to struggle.

The sailors 
screamed, “We’re go-
ing to perish!” They 
lightened the ship’s 

God is not 
the God of a 

chosen few. He 
is the God of 

the whole world. 
Jesus gave His 

life to save 
everyone. 
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load. Imagine how the wind blew and 
the storm raged as waves broke over 
the decks.

Jonah was in the middle of 
that storm.

This is an illustration of what 
can happen when a person runs 
away.  You can end up in a storm.  
If you’re not obeying God and 
doing what you know He wants 
you to do, are you in a storm?

The sailors woke Jonah and said, 
“What meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise, 
call upon thy God…that we perish not.”

Jonah woke up and staggered to the deck. He 
looked around, saw the storm, and said, “Boys, throw 
me overboard, and it will stop this storm.”

They said, “Where are you from? Why are you 
here?”

Jonah in essence said, “Men, I’m a Hebrew. God 
called me to Nineveh, but I’m going to Tarshish. 
I’m running from God. That’s why this storm is here. 
Throw me overboard, and there will be calm.”

As I read this, I see that Jonah had to get off 
the vehicle that was taking him away from God. 
As long as he was running from God, the people 
he was with were also in danger. The Bible says, 
None of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to him-
self (Romans 14:7).

“Throw me overboard!” Jonah said. 
The sailors picked Jonah up and shoved him 

out into the water. But he wasn’t in the water 
long when a big fish prepared by God swallowed 
Jonah.

Jonah went down into the fish's belly, got on 
his knees, and prayed to God. He repented!

And God said to that fish, “Take him to the 
shore and cast him out.”

This time, Jonah was glad to go to Nineveh!

Jonah obeys, yet misses  
the point

As Jonah hit the streets of that great city, he 
preached:  “Yet 40 days hath Nineveh, and it shall 
be destroyed unless you repent.” 

The king heard Jonah’s warning, and the mes-
sage pricked his heart. He called his people and 

said, “Let’s repent! Maybe God will 
look upon us with mercy and spare 

us.” If ever a town got on its knees, 
Nineveh did. They repented. 
God had mercy and saved them.

Afterwards, Jonah said to God, 
“I wish I were dead rather than 
alive, because You’ve made a fool 
of me.” 

That night, the Lord caused a 
gourd vine to grow where Jonah 

was resting. The next morning, it was 
so big that it provided shade. The sun 

was hot, but the gourd vine kept Jonah cool, 
and he was glad for the gourd vine.

But the following day, the gourd vine was dead. 
Jonah was disheartened. The Lord said, “Jonah, this 
gourd vine was very important to you, yet you didn’t 
make it grow. You didn’t bring it into existence. If 
the gourd vine meant so much to you, Jonah, how 
much does a city of 120,000 children—not to men-
tion the mothers and fathers—mean to Me, their 
Creator?” 

I've heard people say they have lost everything 
if they lose their home or their car gets wrecked 
or they lose their money. If people are concerned 
about such things, how much more is God con-
cerned about human beings? If people are so be-
reaved about the loss of material things, how great 
is the feeling of God for human beings whose lives 
are lost?

You are God’s!
Sometimes there arises a situation that de-

mands a man or woman to throw themselves into 
the mess. There are times we are to lift the bur-
dens of our fellow man or go in God’s name to 
help the human race.

I feel we must rise and obey the Lord, and 
do what He has told us to do. Remember how 
important are the people of the earth for whom 
Christ died.

And remember this — you are indispensable to 
God. Just as God kept after Jonah, I believe God 
will never let you go. He will follow you to the 
ends of the earth because you are His. You were 
bought with the price of the shed blood of Jesus. 
As God is our Creator, we belong to Him! 

Hundreds of hours of FREE FAITH-BUILDING 
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Watch Richard and Lindsay anytime, and enjoy the following  
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As long as 
you’re running 
from God, the 
people you’re 

with are also in 
danger. 
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GET YOUR 
DUCKS IN 
A ROW.

Estate Planning is a gift that you can give to your family. Estate planning protects your 
family in case something happens to you and offers peace of mind for your loved ones.

Are your ducks in a row? Would it be easy for someone to settle your affairs and take care of 
your family? People often think of estate planning as wills, trusts, powers of attorney and last 
wishes, but there is more to the estate planning process. No matter how big or small your 
estate, now is the time to take control of your future, and give your family peace of mind.

Arrange an appointment with a member from our planned giving department today!  
Call 918-491-0079 and learn more about these complimentary planning services here to 
serve you.

www.oralroberts.com
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